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FEARTH’s graduating class included a diverse
body of students from regions near and remote,
many of whom boldly made their first trip out-
side their countries four years ago to pursue
their dreams at EARTH.

During the ceremony the Institution pre-
sented EARTH University Foundation Trustee
Ms. Jane Black with a Doctor in Humanities
Honoris Causa for her commitment, generosi-
ty, vision and leadership to EARTH. In a mov-
ing acceptance, Jane expressed her happiness
in seeing student Adalice Drakeford recog-
nized with the EARTH Prize during the same
ceremony, as Adalice is the first recipient of
the endowed scholarship established in the
memory of Jane’s son, Emory Black.

Two other new graduates, Valodia Flores
of Nicaragua and Kevlin Soto of Costa Rica,
were recognized for a project they completed
on sustainable management of high-impact
solid waste for the well-being of humid tropics’
communities. The prize was awarded for the
first time by The Sustainability Laboratories
to the graduation project that best fulfilled the
principles of sustainability.

The 2009 Commencement Ceremony
officially kicked off the University’s 20th
Anniversary, which will be celebrated with

events and activities throughout the year 2010.

Go to any university campus on the day of
graduation and you will be seized by a
contagious energy, the expression of four
years of intensive study coming to fruition
and the potential of great things to come.
At EARTH University on December 11, 2009,
the feeling in the air was nearly as thick as
the tropical campus’s humidity level, and far

more exhilarating. Unlike most universities,

Adalice Drakeford, '09, receives EARTH
Prize from President Dr. José A. Zaglul

Dr. Richard Foster (right), Vice President of
Programs for W.K. Kellogg Foundation pro-
vided a resounding endorsement of EARTH’s
educational model during his keynote speech.
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

EARTH responds to the Quake in Haiti
In the weeks following the tragic earthquake that hit the

capital of Haiti on Tuesday, January 12, we received many
concerned inquiries regarding the well-being of our Haitian
students and alumni.

Just before the devastating event, five new Haitian
students arrived on campus to begin their studies at
EARTH University. As you can imagine, these students
were extremely concerned about the well-being of their
loved ones back home. Since the quake, we have been able
to confirm the safety of the immediate family of four of
these new students; however, several lost extended family
members and friends. It is with great sadness to inform you
that one student lost a sister in the disaster. I spoke with her
recently and while this is a very painful time for her, she is
committed to completing her studies at EARTH in order to
return to help her country.

Our five returning Haitian students in second, third
and fourth year have made it back to campus safely and
thankfully, we have been able to confirm the location and
safety of all six of our Haitian alumni.

Our hearts go out to Haiti and especially to our Haitian
students and alumni. The administration, faculty, staff and
students are doing everything possible to provide them with
the support they need during this difficult time. In addition,
we are encouraging our internal community to do what
they can to help the aid effort in Haiti and have established
an internal collection to facilitate donations.

Now more than ever, Haiti needs EARTH alumni—
with their leadership skills, practical experience and
social commitment—to rebuild and promote peace
and prosperity in this country. I'm also pleased to
report that as part of EARTH Plants the Future, on
June 5 EARTH and its alumni in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic will be planting trees in Haiti
as a symbol of hope for the future of this country and
the potential of our alumni to foster lasting and
positive change. I invite you all to help us make this
a big event in Haiti and around the world by donating
trees online at www.earthplantsthefuture.org from

March 1-June 5, 2010.

Thank you for keeping our students, alumni and their

loved-ones in your thoughts and prayers.
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Cordially,

Dr. José A. Zaglul, University President

Class of 1999 Strengthens Commitment o EARTH

Celebrating 10 years since graduation, a group of 11 representatives of
the Class of 1999 reunited on campus in October and took the opportunity
to announce the creation of a scholarship fund in the name of Lanny
Rodriguez Chanto, a classmate who died in 2003. This scholarship will be
for the 2011-2014 class and will cover 60 percent of the tuition cost for a new
agent of change, with the intention that the University will find a matching
donation to cover the difference. The class is requesting that the scholarship be
given to the most qualified candidate with the greatest need from Latin
America, preferably Brazil. In addition, the class pledged to actively participate
in the admissions process in each of their countries. Alumnus Luis Navarro,
’99, informed EARTH in a letter that, “It is now time that EARTH harvest
the seeds it planted on December 12, 1999.”

Alumnus Daniel Acosta, '99, who came to the reunion as well, offered
the following words on behalf of his classmates, “EARTH is and will continue
to be our home, our alma mater and the reason that we are leaders of change.
EARTH is a special place; a magical place; a place where we feel we are
always welcome and received with open arms. So thank you. Thank you so
much for your hard work and your continued support. And thanks for taking

care of our home.”

The Flowering of EARTH-La Flor
Located in the dry tropical region of Guanacaste, the EARTH-La Flor center

is still under construction but has seen recent advances. The Central American
Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) provided a $500,000 loan in November
that will cover the costs of feasibility studies for EARTH-La Flor’s Technical and
Entrepreneurial Innovation Center and Green Conference Center.

November also brought approval of the National Learning Institute’s pur-
chase of two hectares at EARTH-La Flor for $560,000 to develop a training
center next to Dr. Franklin Chang-Diaz’s Ad Astra Rocket Company
Laboratory. Talks with the National Learning Institute (INA in Spanish) and
Ad Astra began more than a year ago with a mutual interest in establishing a
high tech training center in Guanacaste. This will be considered a “Super
INA” due to its focus on training specialists with sophisticated skills in the
development of innovative materials and technology in the fields of energy,
computing, programming and aerospace.

This project reflects the innovative spirit of EARTH-La Flor and will be of
great significance to the development of the province of Guanacaste, helping

to generate new business and employment in the region.

EARTH-La Flor’s energy-efficient buildings are inspired by the traditional
architecture of the Guanacaste region.



Newly arrived students participating in
orientation activities on campus.

Class of 2013
arrives at EARTH

On January 18, 2010,
110 first-year students
began their studies with
the hope of receiving
a world-class university
education that will enable
them to become agents of
change in their countries.
The Class of 2013 is
comprised of 104 young
men and women from
Latin America and the
Caribbean, plus five from
Mozambique and one from Kenya. Of this group, 74 percent come from rural
regions and 34 percent are female. In addition to the 110 new students, five
exchange students also participated in the inauguration ceremony. These
students come from institutions in Norway, the United States and Canada
and will be studying here during the first trimester.

During the ceremony, second-year student and member of the Student
Council, Ana Catalina Mora welcomed the new class and urged her
classmates to maximize their time at EARTH. “We should urge ourselves
to fully develop our abilities, to feel offended by poverty, corruption
and injustice and to act to eradicate them. We must transcend the
barriers of our time with the vision of leaving a better world for future
generations.”

The 2010 academic year is full of significance for EARTH. Throughout
the year, the Institution will seek to share with the world its two decades
of achievements in promoting sustainable development through the transfor-
mational actions of its students and alumni and its innovative educational

model and programs.

2009 EARTH UNIVERSITY

FOUNDATION DONORS

Program, Endowment and Scholarship Donors
Continuing Multi-Year Support in 2009

$500,000 - §999,999

U.S. Agency for International Development-ASHA
$250,000 - $499,999
U.S. Department of Energy

$100,000 - $249,999

Exposition Foundation, Inc.

Moore Family Foundation
V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999

FAHU Foundation

Katherine John Murphy Foundation
Telaka Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999

Dr. Therus Kolff

Karin and Mark Ohrstrom

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore M. Solso
Wege Foundation

$15,000 - $24,999

The Cummins Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald N. Hoge

Mr. and Mrs. Ivor Freeman

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

James Starr Moore Memorial Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999
Bland Farms

The Butler Foundation
Costco Wholesale
Charles and Lisa Siegel
Ms. Jeannie B. Wright

$5,000 — $9,999

Anonymous

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Colson
Hoffman Brouse Foundation
Interra International

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kustel
Bill and Linda McQuillan

$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Drew E. Fischer
Mr. Tim Statler

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Bank of America

SunTrust Bank

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

FOUNDING DONORS

Government of Costa Rica

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

US Agency for International Development




EARTH University recognizes and appreciates the generous support of the following donors, whose gifts were received from
January 1 -December 31, 2009. The Institution expresses its sincerest gratitude to these individuals, businesses, foundations,

governments and international organizations who make the continued fulfillment of its mission possible.
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Rocio
Valverde -

Blazing her
own Trail.

Rocio Valverde, General Manager of an eco- and adventure tourism
company, lives with her two sons near Costa Rica’s Arenal volcano. “I
am currently 37 years old. Although I can’t say I have much free time,
every day [ religiously run four kilometers and I keep a book on my table
to read at night...My greatest passions are my sons Carlos and Juan, and
then my house, art, and a good whiskey.”

Always a zealous student, Rocio’s desire to study at EARTH in 1993
came in part from a yearning that gripped her at the age of fifteen to
“know other places and people and do things differently from the way
I had been doing them until that moment.”

Rocio did well at EARTH but — always the blazer of her own trail
— felt a different calling in her second year. She describes how one
EARTH professor helped her make “the most important decision in
my life, a decision that has taken me to the place that I am today.
Professor [Marvin| Weil surely won't remember it, but he told me, very
much in his own style, ‘I believe, Rocio, that you should be a lawyer.”

In the late nineties, her destiny brought her to Germany to pursue
postgraduate studies in environmental law. Upon her return to Costa
Rica she worked for the Ministry of Security and enrolled in every course
offered by Costa Rica’s National Police Academy. Her credentials as
lawyer and police officer led to an appointment as Director of the
country’s three most important airports, where she managed a force of

two hundred police officers.

Rocio only has the most beautiful memories of her time
at EARTH. “The work in the fields; the guys acting like
gentlemen and helping the girls when work became
heavy or when it rained and we got wet; the dances in
Gudpiles; going out to the bar Las Palmas; studying until
late; sharing a big table at lunch or dinner and the
different names we all had for the same thing, depend-
ing on where we came from...it was all very much fun.”

Rocio met the love of her life at EARTH, Kloeber Oliveira, ‘94, the
father of her two sons, with whom she shared wonderful moments,
until “God, for reasons that a human being cannot understand, decided
to take him to fulfill a more important duty: to be an angel looking
after — among many others — my sons and me.”

Life often comes full circle, and Rocio still has dreams, “T have left
in God’s hands my desire to work for an NGO in the area of human

development. This would complete the process of professional growth

that began for me so many years ago at EARTH.”

CLOSER TO HOME

NEW DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT JOINS
EARTH UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

On Monday, November 30, 2009, after a lengthy
and thorough selection process, EARTH University
Foundation named Ms. Liliana Grip as its new
Director of Development. University administrators
and faculty, as well as Foundation staff and trustees
expressed their confidence in Ms. Grip based on her
extensive experience and her identification with
EARTH’s mission. “Liliana’s background in the
corporate and non-profit sectors and her commitment
to issues affecting the environment and international
development make her an ideal candidate for this
position,” said EARTH University Vice President of
Development, David F.A. Walker.

Liliana came to the Foundation from
SABEResPODER, where she was Executive Vice
President of Marketing and Corporate Affairs. She brings
over 25 years experience in marketing, sales and business
development and more than ten years experience in
Hispanic marketing in the financial services industry. An
active member of the community, Liliana currently
serves on the Board of Directors and the Development
Committee of the National Hispana Leadership
Institute, is a board member of The Women’s Network
Service Organization, and has held a variety of volunteer
positions in several other organizations. Originally a
native of Cuba, she has relocated from Birmingham,

Alabama to Atlanta for this position.

U.S. SUPPORTERS HELP EARTH WIN
YOUTOPIA GRANT

In December, EARTH University was awarded a
YouTopia grant from Free Range Studios for the
creation of a 30-second ad spot to promote the EARTH
Plants the Future event in store for June 2010. The
spot will air on CNN International and will help build
awareness of EARTH. EARTH Plants the Future, held
in connection with the University’s 20th Anniversary
celebrations this year, will encompass a global tree
planting of 200,000 trees. EARTH University Foundation
is very grateful to all of its supporters for the over 3,000
votes cast for EARTH in this competition.



EARTH University is a private, international, non-profit university
located in Costa Rica, dedicated to education in the field of agricul-
tural sciences and the rational use of natural resources. Founded in
1990, EARTH University has approximately 400 students from 25
countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa. In keeping with the
University’s mission to contribute to the sustainable development of
regions in the greatest need, 80 percent of students are granted full
or partial scholarships. Since EARTH’s endowment only covers a
portion of total student tuition, investing in the future of EARTH
is the only way to ensure that we can continue to offer financial
assistance to qualified youth of modest means.

If you are inspired by what EARTH is doing, please consider
contributing to EARTH’s mission to create a bright and better
future; your contribution will make a difference.

One way to give is through our Circle of

Sustainers Program, which allows you

to consider planned giving options

that may be right for you. For more

information, please contact David

F.A. Walker at dwalker@earth-usa.org

or by phone at 404-995-1231.

EARTH University Foundation

In years of high income, you
can set up a Donor Advised
Fund with a minimum of
$10,000 in cash or marketable
securities and receive an
immediate tax deduction! Your
assets grow tax-free and you
retain the right to advise on all
investment and grant making
matters. This option is best
for those who are interested in
setting up a family foundation
but don’t want to deal with all
the hassle and expense.

Five Piedmont Center, Suite 215

Atlanta, Georgia 30305-1509

PHONE: (404) 995-1230 FAX: (404) 995-1240

email: info@earth-usa.org

www.earth-usa.org

EARTH University

PO. Box 4442-1000, San José, Costa Rica
PHONE: (+506) 2713-0000 FAX: (+506) 2713-1001

www.earth.ac.cr

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 10-12:

Joint meeting at EARTH of EARTH’s
Board of Directors, Board of Trustees
and EARTH University Foundation
Board of Trustees

March 11-14:
Amigos Trip to Costa Rica

(contact Cherry Pacquette for more

info: cpacquette@earth-usa.org or
1-404-995-1232)

March 26:
EARTH Institutional Day on campus

April 22:

Day without Cars on EARTH University
Campus and corresponding Earth Day
Event Hosted by EARTH University

Foundation.
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